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      QUICK REVIEW  !!
WHAT ARE PARAGRAPHS? 
Good paragraphs in English have ____________ to _____________ sentences on one topic. 
Paragraphs usually have three parts: 

1. A _________________________, usually at the beginning, which tells the main idea of  the 
paragraph. 

2. Several _______________________ in the middle, which give supporting information about 
the topic sentence. 

3. A _________________________ at the end, which restates the topic sentence. !!
Example: 

!
Practice:  

1. Underline the topic sentence in red. 

2. How many body sentences are there? ______ 
3. Underline the concluding sentence in blue. 

Staying in touch 

 1 People today have three good ways of  staying in touch with friends and relatives. 2 The first way is 

writing letters. The second way is making phone calls. The third way is sending e-mail messages. 

3Therefore, there is really no technological reason for people not to communicate.

Ways of  Writing 
  
 People have three good ways of  writing. The first way is writing only one quick draft. People on 

vacation use this way when they write post cards to friends and relatives. The second way is planning, 

writing, revising, and editing several careful drafts. People use this way when they write something 

important. They usually get feedback from other people during the process. The third way is writing 

carefully in timed situation, without help or feedback. People use this way during tests when they have to 

complete all the steps of  the process in a short amount of  time. All three ways of  writing are useful if  

people use them in appropriate situations.
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A paragraph (and an essay) is just like hamburgers! 
Think about a hamburger for a second… There is always a bun (bread) on the top and the bottom. In 
the middle, you will find the meat. Paragraphs and essays are very similar. !

!
 !!
THE FORMAT FOR YOUR HOMEWORK 
All of  your homework must be typed. This means that you will have to print out a copy to turn in to 
class. Your printed homework should look like the one in page 20 of  your textbook. 

The bun: __________________ (paragraph) or 
____________________(essay)

The meat: ___________________ or 
_______________________ (paragraph and 

The bun: ________________ (paragraph and 
essay)


