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  HELP 232R 

        Reading Proficiency 2  
!
Fall Term 2, 2013          TEACHER: Hami Suzuki 
Monday-Thursday,                                          EMAIL: suzuki.hami@gmail.com 
12:30 pm-1:30 pm     !
OFFICE HOURS (MC13-5): By appointment !!
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course continues 231R. You will continue to develop and increase your vocabulary and 
practice it by reading textbook passages about a variety of topics. The skills of prediction, 
determining main ideas and details, and inferencing are all required. In addition, you will 
become familiar with parts of speech, prefixes, suffixes, and roots as aids in understanding 
new vocabulary. !!
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES  
Students will be able to: 
1. Surpass their own personal goal of reading rate. The speed reading chart you record 

each week will measure this, and you will learn to be more aware of your own 
reading speed. You will also be setting a goal at the beginning of the term. 

2. Predict the content of a reading passage by using preview/prediction strategies. This 
will be evaluated through in-class and at-home assignments. Predictions in class will 
be discussed as a class. Therefore, expect to speak up in class, as this will be part of 
your in-class participation. 

3. Use knowledge of  text organization and skimming, scanning strategies to recognize 
main ideas and find specific pieces of information This will be evaluated through in-
class and at-home assignments. 

4. Increase knowledge of general and academic English vocabulary as well as guess the 
meaning of unknown words using context clues. This will be evaluated through 
assignments and quizzes. 

5. Summarize and discuss reading passages in your own words. Each week, you will be 
expected to do a Reading Circle with your members to discuss about the reading. You 
will have discussions with your group, and comprehension questions to answer. 

6. Begin to identify and make inferences. THis will be evaluated through in-class and at-
home assignments. !!

COURSE MATERIALS  
Required: Interactions 2, 6e (Kirn and Hartmann) 2013. Units 5, 6, 7 
Supplements:  any additional handouts from the instructor !!
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EVALUATION/GRADES 
Students will be graded in the following ways: !

• Attendance                                                                                5% 
• In-class participation                15% 
• Homework (including Extensive Reading)                       25% 
• Vocabulary Quizzes                       15% 
• Reading Circles      20% 
• End-of-Unit exams                                                                 20% !!

Attendance and in-class participation (total 20%) 
 This includes that you need to be present in our class meetings and actively 
participate in class discussion. Cell phone or other electronic devices are not 
allowed to use during the session, but it is fine to use an electronic dictionary. 
 Active participation means that you should not only be prepared for class, but also 
provide your ideas or ask questions anyway possible. When your classmates are talking, you 
should listen to show that you respect them, and vise versa. Your teacher will call on you 
sometimes in class to answer questions. You will get credit by trying and you don’t have to 
worry about making mistakes. We are here to learn, so this is the time and place for you to 
make mistakes. Practice makes perfect. 
 You are also encouraged to ask questions whenever: in or outside of class. 
(Please also note that HELP has a very strict rule about attendance. You can find this at the 
end of this syllabus.) !
Homework (25%) *This includes Extensive Reading* 
 Doing homework is a basic way to improve and practice English outside of class. It is 
for your own reward, so you should take it seriously. If you want to be successful in 
learning, you have to take the initiative. How much effort you put in your study will reflect 
on your test scores and performances in class. 
 The format of homework will be readings from the textbook, grammar exercises, 
revisions, and other handouts from the instructor. Late submissions or absent work will 
take out points from your total grades. You are also required to read Graded Readers for 
Extensive Reading. You must read 100,000 words to get the full credit for ER. 
 You will be graded based on the completion of your homework, not the accuracy. If 
you submit it late, you will lose 1/2 point. If you do not submit it at all, you will lose 1 point. !
Vocabulary Quizzes (15%) 
You will receive a list of vocabulary words you must study every week. There will be 
vocabulary quizzes for these words. In addition, you are required to keep a vocabulary 
notebook. You must add one vocabulary you learned in it everyday. I will be collecting this 
every week. !
Reading Circles (20%) 
 Reading Circles are small groups of students, who meet in the classroom to talk 
about stories/articles. There will be one leader for each group every week, who is 
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responsible for leading the group. Active participation in Reading Circle sessions will also 
be a part of your grade. Be attentive as an active member of the group. !!
HELP Attendance Policy 
 HELP has set a policy that with 3 Late =1 absence, 4 absence= a warning, and 6 
absence= academic probation and will not receive week credit for your graduation 
certificate.  I will start taking attendance once the class starts. Therefore, plan your time 
well, and do not be late!  !
English-Only Policy  
 In order to ensure that students make the best use of their time at HELP, all students 
must speak, write, listen to, and read ONLY in English at school and on school activities. !!
OUR CLASS RULE: 
Enjoy learning :) 
 Everything that we do in class is to help you learn. Sometimes you may not realize 
how much you are learning, but we can work hard together. As I am teaching you, I am also 
learning a lot from all of you and I always enjoy teaching and learning. I hope you can feel 
the same way and enjoy your time at HELP!


