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How to make an Outline 
 !

You have completed your first step… 
You have been practicing the first step to writing: 
BRAINSTORMING! 
Brainstorming helps you to think of  ideas that you can use in your 
paragraph.  !!!
When you do your brainstorming, you should think about RENNS. !!
What is RENNS? 
R = Reasons 
E = Examples 
N = Names      Think of  details 
N = Numbers 
S = Senses (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) !!
 !!
 !

The next step after brainstorming 
After you finish brainstorming, you should think of  an outline. 
The outline is like the bone of  the paragraph. After you think of  your 
outline, you add flesh to your bones.  !
 !
You should have a topic sentence and main ideas of  the supporting details 
(body sentences). It does not have to be detailed but it should have the 
main ideas of  your supporting details. 

 !!
Look at what you drew in your mindmap and think about RENNS. Put 
them into logical order, so that your paragraph is easy to follow. ! ! !

 !
  !
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 !!!!!!
An outline can look like this. In your paragraph, it is good 
to have at least two supporting details. It will be better if  you 
have three. !
The main idea is usually the topic sentence.  
Then, you should have the supporting details. 
Finally, you should have a concluding sentence. !!!!!!!!!

Example 
Topic sentence: Living in Hawaii is expensive but there are many ways to have fun cheaply. 
A. Beach: many beautiful beaches in Oahu 
     You can bring your own food 
     You can exercise 
B. Hiking: many different hiking courses 
      Easy hike: Diamond Head 
      Difficult hike: Koko Head 
C: UH activities: student discount 
     Different festivals 
     Different shows and entertainments 
Concluding sentence: Living in Hawaii is expensive but you can find your own ways to have fun 
cheaply. !!!!


